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Tyson Alger
Montana Kaimin
After scare, Griz continue down path of perfection
Drew Vetere/Montana Kaimin
Entering last Saturday’s game 
with winless Idaho State, the Mon-
tana Grizzlies could not have been 
in better shape. Coming off a 31-
10 trouncing of conference heavy-
weight Weber State, Montana was 
starting to show signs that it was 
primed for a national champion-
ship run.  
Eight consecutive wins to start 
the season, a grinding running at-
tack, an increasingly improved 
defense, and the emergence of an 
efficient Andrew Selle at the quar-
terback position were the reasons 
why the Griz were on such a high. 
Match that with a supposedly soft 
remaining regular season schedule 
that included Northern Colorado 
and Montana State to round out 
the year, and it looked as if the 
Griz would coast to a 12th straight 
Big Sky title and into the playoffs. 
Not so fast.
Facing a Bengals team that has 
been outscored 390-101 on the 
season, the No. 2 Grizzlies were 
expected to flex the muscle of a 
team that was ready to win its 12th 
straight conference title. But as the 
final minutes of the fourth quarter 
ticked away last Saturday in Po-
catello, the Griz waded into unfa-
miliar territory. They were losing. 
After an ISU touchdown with 
10 minutes left in the fourth put 
the Bengals up 10-9, the Griz had 
to scramble to mount a comeback. 
But penalties and turnovers de-
railed any effort Montana could 
muster until the dying seconds 
of the game. Mounting a drive 
that set the Griz up with a first 
and goal from the ISU one-yard 
line with nine seconds remain-
ing, it once again looked like the 
Griz had the game locked up. But 
instead of going for a field goal, 
head coach Bobby Hauck elected 
to go for a touchdown. 
The next play was an attempted 
pass into the end zone by Selle, 
but the end result was an offen-
sive pass interference call against 
Montana, moving the ball back to 
the 16-yard line, turning a once 
chip shot for kicker Brody McK-
night into a tougher 33-yard at-
tempt. After two icing attempts by 
ISU, McKnight drilled the kick as 
time expired and Montana escaped 
with a 12-10 win, and moreover, 
the possibility of falling victim in 
one of the most shocking upsets in 
recent FCS history. 
What a difference a week 
makes. Seven days ago, it looked 
as if the Griz would coast into the 
playoffs. Now – after last week’s 
near embarrassment in Idaho 
– Northern Colorado, a peren-
nial conference doormat, comes 
to Missoula to face the Grizzlies 
in their last regular season home 
game.
The Grizzlies, hoping to learn 
from mistakes made at Idaho 
State, are looking to right the ship 
this weekend. 
“I don’t want them to forget 
about it,” Hauck said of the close 
call last week. “I want them to cor-
rect. We’re going to work immedi-
ately. We’ll get the things that we 
didn’t do well fixed.”
Hauck said the first step in 
moving forward this week is cor-
rectly preparing for the Bears. 
And that starts with Hauck. 
“I don’t think I had our team 
ready enough,” he said. “It’s my 
job to ensure that we play our best 
every week and we didn’t play our 
best and that’s my fault.”  
Northern Colorado head coach 
Scott Downing said a mixture of 
good play by the Bengals and er-
rors by the Griz made the game so 
tight.
“We know that Idaho State 
played a very good game and ex-
ecuted well,” Downing said. “But 
we know that Montana was their 
own worst enemy with some pen-
alties that called back some touch-
downs.”
Downing said Montana’s per-
formance last week shouldn’t be 
expected against his team this Sat-
urday, as teams can change week 
by week.
“It’s college football,” he said. 
“Different teams show up every 
Saturday. We know Montana play-
ing at home is awfully hard to 
beat.”
Entering 2009, the Bears had 
won just three games since joining 
the Big Sky Conference in 2006. 
This year, they have matched that 
win total, but have limped to a 1-6 
conference record. 
Montana knows firsthand that a 
poor record doesn’t directly trans-
late into how a team plays. The 
Bears have lost four games this 
year by eight or less points, and 
nine by that margin during the last 
two seasons.  
“They’re really in every game,” 
Hauck said. “They are the most 
improved team in the conference. 
Their front guys on both sides of 
the ball are much improved and 
it has made them a better football 
team.” 
A slew of injuries have plagued 
the Bears this season, but as play-
ers start to get healthy and the 
younger players who filled in gar-
ner experience, Downing said, the 
gears are starting to turn.
“We’ve made a lot of progress 
this year,” he said. “They’ve come 
together these last few weeks. But 
when you lose six of 11 starters in 
the first few games, its like start-
ing from square one.”
On the defensive side of the 
ball, the Bears play a straight-
forward 4-3 style that allows the 
teams playmakers to play.
“I think that’s the way you 
build a good defense,” Down-
ing said. “You let the guys know 
what they’re doing, then turn them 
loose and let them play football. 
You can come up with a bunch 
of exotic things, but then you’re 
looking at guys making mistakes, 
busting coverages, guys running 
wide open free. We’d rather make 
people earn it against us.”
The Bear defense will have 
to attempt to find a way to stop 
Chase Reynolds this week, a task 
that has proven daunting for other 
teams in the Big Sky.
Reynolds rushed for 144 yards 
last week and Hauck has said the 
running back is going to be called 
on more as the season draws to a 
close.
“They run the ball very well 
and Chase Reynolds is a very 
good football player,” Downing 
said. “We have to do well against 
the run if we’re going to have any 
chance of success.”
For the Griz, last week’s game 
may have been a wake-up call, but 
in the end, a win is a win, Hauck 
said, whether it be against Idaho 
State or, this weekend, against 
Northern Colorado.
“The value is we’re 9-0. We 
got a win,” Hauck said. “You get 
what you practice and you have to 
practice perfection and that’s what 
we’re striving for.”
Perfection is oftentimes taken 
away when least expected. The 
Griz grasped perfection from the 
clutches of a loss last week and are 
making sure to handle it with care 
for the rest of the season. 
“That’s something we do,” 
Reynolds said. “It’s what we ex-
pect and anything less is not ac-
ceptable. It’s great to be unde-
feated, but it’s something that we 
expect.” 
The road to perfection contin-
ues this weekend with the Griz 
road to redemption.
tyson.alger@umontana.edu
Thomas Brooks Fletcher carries the ball up the field against Weber State on Oct. 31. Fletcher will be recognized during 
today’s senior day festivities at Washington-Grizzly stadium.
“ It’s my job to ensure that we play our best every week and we didn’t play our best and that’s my fault.Bobby Hauck, head football coach
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Four years later, Bears still searching for Big Sky respect
The Northern Colorado Bears 
have won just six games in the last 
four years. While some naysay-
ers would call it futility, North-
ern Colorado calls it progress as 
the newest team in the Big Sky 
Conference continues to adjust to 
life in the Football Championship 
Subdivision.
“People have told me that it’s 
a transition that takes up to two 
or three years,” said senior safety 
Stephen Michon. “Everyone is 
like, ‘Hey guys, next year will 
be the year, next year will be the 
year.’”
When Michon came to North-
ern Colorado, he did not know 
that the Bears were moving up to 
Division I, but has appreciated the 
learning experience.
“It’s always a pleasure to play 
a higher level of competition over 
the last four years,” Michon said.
Northern Colorado moved to 
the conference in 2006 and has 
struggled to sustain successes on 
the field. The Bears finished 0-8 
(1-10 overall) in their first year, 
1-7 (1-11 overall) in 2007, 1-7 (1-10 
overall) in 2008, and are 1-6 (3-7) 
so far this season.
“To be in the top 5 in this league 
you have to be a top-20 team,” said 
Bears coach Scott Downing. “We 
know we’re close, yet it’s coming 
down to a couple of plays a game.”
While teams in the conference 
may be comfortable seeing the 
Bears as an automatic “W” on the 
schedule, things may be changing 
a bit as Northern Colorado is hav-
ing its best year statistically since 
joining the conference.
Unlike previous years, instead 
of sitting near the bottom of the 
conference, the Bears have moved 
up to the middle of the pack in 
most statistical categories.
In fact, Northern Colorado has 
the best pass defense in the confer-
ence, allowing only 216.7 yards 
per contest. It is also tied for third 
in sacks with 16.
Recruiting at a school like 
Northern Colorado is interesting, 
as the Bears are able to secure a 
lot of good homegrown talent, but 
much of the great Colorado talent 
tends to go to one of the local “big 
schools.”  
Unfortunately for the univer-
sity, it is in the same area as the 
Colorado Buffaloes, the Colorado 
State Rams, and the Air Force 
Academy.
Regardless of the schools 
around them, the improvement 
that fans are seeing on the field is 
bound to help with recruiting, Mi-
chon said.
“It has been great – leaving a 
foundation for the younger kids 
and freshmen here,” Michon said. 
“For us to play so hard and come 
so far, it’s great to have kids come 
out on recruiting trips and see how 
much better we’re playing. Because 
of last year, you probably wouldn’t 
want to come here if you’d seen 
us getting blown out.  It’s great to 
leave a legacy.”
Some of Northern Colorado’s 
talent has come from out of state 
as well. Senior quarterback Bryan 
Waggener is fifth in the confer-
ence in total offense, averaging 
228.4 yards per game. Waggener is 
from Chino Hills, Calif., but also 
redshirted behind Heisman Tro-
phy winner Tim Tebow at Florida 
in 2007.
Fellow Californian and senior 
wide receiver Alex Thompson av-
erages 6.9 catches per game, which 
is good for third in the conference.
While the statistics are nice, 
probably the most telling sign of 
improvement within the Northern 
Colorado program is the shrinking 
deficits in which the program is 
losing games.
So far this year, four of North-
ern Colorado’s losses have been by 
less than ten points. Northern Ari-
zona and Weber State each beat the 
Bears by eight, Portland State won 
by five, and Sacramento squeaked 
by with a three-point victory. 
“In the last two years, we’ve 
had nine games where we’ve lost 
by eight points or less and most of 
them have come down to the last 
quarter, last minute, last second of 
the game,” Downing said. “We’re 
there. We play very, very hard. The 
Big Sky is a tough, tough football 
league.”
“We are returning eight starters 
on defense, couple young guys are 
stepping up,” Michon said.  “We 
probably should have won some of 
the games we’ve lost. We are play-
ing in tight games instead of blow-
outs. (I would) much rather play a 
tight game than get blown out.”
Outside of their mascots, Griz-
zly fans may not see many simi-
larities between their beloved Griz 
and the Bears, but there are more 
than one may think. In Division II, 
the Bears won back-to-back Na-
tional Championships in 1996 and 
1997. Those teams were coached 
by a man named Joe Glenn.  
Glenn, a UM coaching legend, 
compiled a 39-6 record in three 
years with the Grizzlies from 
2000 to 2002 and led the team to 
its second and most recent Nation-
al Championship, defeating Fur-
man in 2001. After leaving UM in 
2002, Glenn coached Wyoming to 
a 30-41 record before being let go 
after the 2008 season.
As Northern Colorado contin-
ues to move in the right direction, 
it’s aware that outsiders only mea-
sure the team by wins and losses.  
“Maybe we have lost some 
games and it doesn’t show up in 
the number or statistics … but I 
guess the only way you’re mea-
sured is wins and losses, right?” 
Michon said.
The Bears have to look no far-
ther than their opponent on Satur-
day to discover that teams are only 
measured by wins and losses.
troy.warzocha@umontana.edu
Northern Colorado senior quarterback Bryan Waggener attempts a pass in a game earlier this season. Waggener is fifth in the Big Sky in passing yards per game with 
221 per contest.
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2009 Record • 9-0, 6-0 Big Sky
2 Trumaine Johnson  FR CB 6’2” 185 lbs      Stockton, Calif.
3 Andrew Swink  JR CB 5’9” 175 lbs      Rowland Heights, Calif.
4 Erik Stoll   SO S 6’2” 200 lbs      Sand Point, Idaho
5 Donny Lisowski  FR CB 5’11” 190 lbs      Seattle, Wash.
6 Aaron Roberts   FR WR 5’11” 170 lbs      Spokane, Wash.
7 Jeff Larson  SO WR 6’4” 215 lbs      Cut Bank, Mont. 
8 Sam Gratton  FR WR 6’0” 183 lbs      Billings, Mont. 
9 Mike McCord  FR CB 5’11” 185 lbs      Phoenix, Ariz. 
10 Shawn Lebsock  JR LB 6’0” 225 lbs      Billings, Mont. 
11 Brandon Dodson   JR CB 5’8” 170 lbs      Tulare, Calif. 
12 Andrew Selle  SO QB 6’2” 207 lbs      Billings, Mont. 
13 Josh Pelczar  FR WR 6’0” 180 lbs      Colstrip, Mont. 
14 Steven Rominger  FR S 5’10” 185 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
16 Jabin Sambrano  SO WR 5’11” 170 lbs      Temecula, Calif. 
17 Gerald Kemp  FR QB 6’2” 205 lbs      San Diego, Calif. 
18 Justin Roper   JR QB 6’6” 215 lbs      Buford, Ga.
19 Sean Murray  SR CB 6’1” 190 lbs      Corona, Calif. 
20 Nick Haynes  SO CB 5’11” 180 lbs      Butte, Mont. 
21 Keith Thompson  JR CB 5’8” 175 lbs      Porterville, Calif. 
23 Levi Buckles  FR WR 6’3” 225 lbs      Post Falls, Idaho
24 Thomas Brooks-Fletcher JR RB 5’10” 210 lbs      Bellevue, Wash.
25 Brandon Fisher  JR LB 5’10” 205 lbs      Franklin, Tenn.
26 Russell Schey  FR K 6’2” 185 lbs      Billings, Mont. 
27 Tel Reynolds   FR RB 6’0” 190 lbs      Drummond, Mont.  
28 Peter Nguyen   SR RB 5’8” 175 lbs      Bellevue, Wash. 
29 Bryce Carver   RS WR 6’1” 170 lbs      Dillon, Mont. 
30 Mike Cummings  SO  SS 6’1” 200 lbs      Scottsdale, Ariz. 
31 Tim Anderson  SR LB 6’0” 205 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
32 Alex Shaw  SO LB 6’2” 231 lbs      Spokane, Wash. 
33 Cole Lockwood  SO LB 6’1” 215 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
34 Chase Reynolds  JR RB 6’0” 195 lbs      Drummond, Mont. 
35 Dan Moore   SO RB 5’11” 225 lbs         Tucson, Ariz.  
36 Houston Stockton  JR S 5’10” 165 lbs      Spokane, Wash. 
37 Carson Bender  JR DT 6’4” 280 lbs      Deer Lodge, Mont. 
38 Ryan Nelson  SR S 5’11” 200 lbs      Wright, Wyo. 
39 Shann Schillinger  SR S 6’1” 199 lbs      Baker, Mont. 
40 Caleb McSurdy  SO LB 6’1”  245 lbs      Boise, Idaho
41 Kirk Stoll   SO RB 5’11” 190 lbs      Sandpoint, Idaho  
42 Jace Palmer  SR DE 6’3” 240 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
44 Jordan Tripp  FR LB 6’2”  240 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
45 Beau Donaldson  SO RB 6’1” 223 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
46 Clay Pierson  FR LB 6’3” 212 lbs      Twin Bridges, Mont. 
47 Severin Campbell  JR DE 6’4” 210 lbs      Golden, Colo. 
49 Kevin Klaboe  SR H-Back 6’2” 225 lbs      Billings, Mont. 
50 Brian Waldhauser   SO DT 6’4” 242 lbs      Worden, Mont.
51 Chris Bradford  FR DT 6’2” 255 lbs      San Bernardino, Calif. 
52 Ty Timmer   FR LB 6’2” 205 lbs      Great Falls, Mont. 
53 Josh Stuberg  FR LB 6’2” 216 lbs      Helena, Mont. 
54 Austin Mullins  SR DT 6’2” 273 lbs      Great Falls, Mont. 
55 Ethan Tweet  FR OG 6’2” 270 lbs      Fort Benton, Mont. 
56 Brock Coyle  FR LB 6’2” 215 lbs      Bozeman, Mont. 
57 Charles Burton  SO OL 6’5” 315 lbs      Long Beach, Calif. 
58 Andrew Glueckert  FR DE 6’3” 225 lbs      Helena, Mont. 
60 Blake Lebeau  FR OL 6’5” 285 lbs      Union City, Calif. 
61 Jake Raynock  FR OL 6’2” 225 lbs      Billings, Mont. 
63 Brett Brauer  FR OG 6’2” 260 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
65 Ty Rogers  FR OL 6’2” 240 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
66 Russell Piette  JR OL 6’4” 310 lbs      Vancouver, Wash. 
70 David Arndt  SO OT 6’5” 280 lbs      Highlands Ranch, Colo. 
71 Alex Verlanic  JR OC 6’2” 282 lbs      Drummond, Mont. 
72 Levi Horn  SR OT 6’7” 315 lbs      Spokane, Wash. 
73 Bob DeBruckyer  FR OL  6’5  235 lbs      Choteau, Mont. 
74 Jon Opperud  SO OL 6’7” 305 lbs      Milwaukie, Ore. 
75 Chris Dyk  SR OT 6’8” 297 lbs      Dillon, Mont. 
77 Terran Hillesland  SR OG 6’7” 323 lbs      Sidney, Mont. 
78 Kyle Kmet  FR OC 6’5” 271 lbs      Bonita, Calif. 
79 Kyle Hofmann  FR OL 6’4” 280 lbs      Orcas Island, Wash. 
80 Marc Mariani  SR WR 6’0” 185 lbs      Havre, Mont. 
81 Tyler Palmer  SR WR 6’3” 210 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
82 Jacob Haas  FR TE 6’5” 225 lbs      Portland, Ore. 
83 Brody McKnight  SO K/P 6’0”  194 lbs      Vancouver, British Columbia
84 Bobby Hirsch  FR TE 6’4” 210 lbs      Belgrade, Mont. 
85 Connor Smith  FR WR 6’3” 198 lbs      Missoula, Mont. 
86 Greg Hardy  FR TE 6’5” 245 lbs      Fairview, Mont. 
87 Dan Beaudin  SR TE 6’5” 252 lbs      Trout Creek, Mont. 
88 Steve Pfahler  SR TE 6’5” 246 lbs      Frenchtown, Mont. 
89  Rob Overton  JR TE 6’6” 240 lbs      San Leandro, Calif. 
90 Ryan Fetherston  SO DE 6’4” 218 lbs      East Helena, Mont. 
91 Bobby Alt  SO DE 6’3” 260 lbs      Ontario, Calif. 
92 George Mercer  SR DE 6’3” 241 lbs      Libby, Mont. 
93 Braydon Schilling  SO DT 6’2” 270 lbs      Gillette, Wyo. 
94 Sean Wren  SO P 6’6” 210 lbs      Yorba Linda, Calif. 
95 Ray DeBruycker  FR DE 6’3” 210 lbs      Choteau, Mont. 
96 Josh Harris  FR DE 6’5” 231 lbs      Kalispell, Mont. 
97 Mike Sylvestre   FR DT 6’2” 275 lbs      Chandler, Ariz. 
98 Brett Hutter    SO DT 6’3” 260 lbs      Ontario, Calif.
99 Tyler Hobbs  SO DT 6’4” 280 lbs      Spokane, Wash. 
RBChase Reynolds34
Numerical Roster
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2009 Record • 3-7, 1-6 Big Sky
Numerical Roster
2 Korey Askew  JR CB 5’9” 170 Denver, Colo.
3 Quincy Wofford  SR CB 6’2” 185 Pueblo, Colo. 
4 Max Hewitt  JR S 6’2” 205 Aurora, Colo.
5 Bryan Waggener  SR QB 6’3” 240 Chino Hills, Calif.
6 Brent Brown  FR S 6’2” 180 Muskogee, Okla.  
7 James Schrenk  JR LB 6’1” 210 Greeley, Colo.
8 Matthew Baca  FR QB 6’2” 210 Chino Hills, Calif.
9 Rickey Spencer  JR CB 6’0” 175 Spring Valley, Calif.
10 Dominic Gunn  SO WR 6’0” 160 Aurora, Colo.
11 Patrick Walker  SO WR 5’8” 165 Long Beach, Calif. 
12 Brandon Smith  JR WR 5’8” 165 Pueblo, Colo.
13 Dylan Orms  SO QB 6’1” 195 Wheat Ridge, Colo.
14	 Mike	Van	Portfliet	 	 JR	 S	 5’10”	 185	 Parker,	Colo.
15 Anthony Harrison  SO S 6’2” 215 Richmond, Virginia. 
15 Tim Tancik  FR QB 5’10” 180 Denver, Colo.
16 Cameron Deen  FR QB 6’3” 195 West Covina, Calif.
17 Tanner Ellingsen  FR K/P 6’2” 170 Firestone, Colo.
18 Alex Thompson  SR WR 6’0” 180 La Verne, Calif.
19 Matt McDonnell  JR WR 6’0” 190 Littleton, Colo.
20 Chuks Nweke  SO S 6’2” 200 Colorado Springs, Colo. 
21 Andre Harris  JR RB 6’0” 215 Woodland Hills, Calif.
22 Ryan Landseadel  FR CB 6’0” 185 Simi Valley, Calif.
23  Colby Riggins  SO DB 5’10” 165 Littleton, Colo.
24 Michael York  SR PK 6’2” 190 Greeley, Colo.
25 Jace Davis  FR WR 6’3” 185 Lone Tree, Colo.
26 Tyrone (DC) Wilson SR RB 5’5” 195 Washington, D.C. 
27 Ethan Kurtzer  SO CB 5’10” 185 Merino, Colo.
27 Ethan Schmitt  FR RB 5’10” 195 Greeley, Colo.
28 Jhamele Robinson  JR RB 5’7” 200 Denver, Colo.
29 Ryan Lutz  SR S 5’10” 190 Lakewood, Colo.
30 Jordan Bible  FR LB 5’8” 190 Aurora, Colo.
31 John Burnley  FR RB 5’11” 190 Colorado Springs, Colo.
32 Marcel Gibbons  FR RB 5’11” 185 Colorado Springs, Colo.
33 Josh Morton  FR RB 6’0” 195 LaPorte, Colo.
34 Logan Zabel  SR LB 6’2” 220 Miami, Okla.
35 Andrew Downing  SO FB 5’10” 260 Greeley, Colo.
35 Kendall Robertson  FR ATH 5’11” 220 Denver, Colo.
36 Dwight Storay  FR CB 5’11” 170 Corona, Calif.
37 Cameron Kaman  SO P 5’11” 165 Overland Park, Kansas
38 Raykeat Gentry  FR CB 5’7” 175 Commerce City, Colo.
39 Stephen Michon  SR S 5’10” 195 Englewood, Colo.
40 Zak Bigelow  JR PK 6’0” 205 Littleton, Colo.
42 Thomas Stuemky  SR LB 5’11” 200 Del Norte, Colo.
43 C.J. Stemo  SR CB 5’11” 200 Bennett, Colo.
44 Chris Morgan  JR CB 6’1” 225 Lakewood, Colo.
45 Derek Palmer  JR LB 6’1” 230 Greeley, Colo.
46 David Cowan  FR PK 5’11” 205 Longmont, Colo. 
46 Conor Sparacio  FR DE 6’1” 220 Aurora, Colo.
47 Clay Haverty  FR LB 6’2” 205 Windsor, Colo.
48 Ryan Holmes  FR DE 6‘2” 245 Scottsdale,  Ariz.
49 Gavin Miller  FR LB 6’2” 235 Greeley, Colo.
50 Cody Gilmore  FR DT 6’2” 270 Aurora, Colo.
51 Cameron Friend  FR LB 6’0” 200 Denver, Colo.
53 Curtis Truett  FR LB 5’11” 205 Aurora, Colo.
54 Dominique Ceja  SO DT 5’11” 285 Centennial, Colo.
55 Matt King  JR LB 6’3” 230 Golden, Colo.
56 Coy Letlow  FR LB 5’10” 195 Hayden, Colo.
57 Tim McGraw  JR CB 6’2” 285 Castle Rock, Colo.
58 Matt Heppard  FR ATH 6’1” 190 Greenwood Village, Colo.
59 Dylan Kildahl  FR LB 6’3” 240 Ault, Colo.
60 Mason Puckett  FR PK 6’1” 185 Mililani, Hawai’i
61 David Kraus  FR OL 6’3” 300 Phoenix, Ariz.
62 Ryan Kemp  SR OT 6’3” 280 San Antonio, Texas
63 James Zapp  SR OG 6’4” 325 Englewood, Colo.
64 Zak Thrall  FR OL 6’2” 240 Eagle, Colo.
65 Alex Shapiro  SO C 6’2” 275 Englewood, Colo.
66 Chris Jones  SR OG 6’2” 275 Fort Collins, Colo.
67 Amal Gumbs  JR OL 6’3” 290 Denver, Colo.
69 Jake Schalamon  FR OL 6’4” 265 Boulder, Colo.
71 Bryce Schwindt  FR OL 6’2” 280 Littleton, Colo.
72 Andrew Holmberg  SO C 6’0” 275 Mission Viejo, Calif.
76 Lee Barbiasz  SO OT 6’6” 280 Milford, N.H.
77 Nick Candler  FR OT 6’5” 260 Boulder, Colo.
79 Andrew Dunkley  JR OT 6’5” 285 Johnsburg, N.Y.
81 Gio Machado  JR WR 6’4” 185 Palm Springs, Calif.
82 Denzel Hutchings  SO WR 5’10” 175 Aurora, Colo.
83 Sam Sewell  JR TE 6’3” 210 Aurora, Colo.
84 Alex Updyke  FR WR 5’11” 175 Garland, Texas
85 Darin McDonald  FR WR 6’3” 210 Greenwood Village, Colo.
86 Chris Morris  FR WR 6’3” 185 Burbank, Calif.
87 Anthony Williams  FR WR 5’8” 180 Colorado Springs, Colo.
89 Andrew Emmerling  SR TE 6’2” 250 Lakewood, Colo.
90 Kendal Ford  FR TE 6’3” 220 Aurora, Colo.
92 Ethan Davis  JR DT 6’1” 250 Centennial, Colo.
93 Pasi Fahina  FR DT 5’11” 290 Mesa,  Ariz.
94 Martin Awachie  SR DT 6’3” 245 Fort Collins, Colo.
95 Vincent (VJ) Holmes SO DE 6’3” 240 Colorado Springs, Colo.
96 John Eddy  JR DT 6’3” 255 Greeley, Colo.
97 Nick Hernon  SO DE 6’2” 230 Castle Rock, Colo.
98 Tony Kolone  SR DT 6’4” 280 San Diego, Calif.
99 Marcus Lucas  FR DE 6’4” 220 Aurora, Colo.
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Men’s Basketball
Weber State:  The Wildcats 
cruised through the regular sea-
son in 2008-09, going 15-1 (21-10 
overall), but were unable to carry 
that success into the postseason, 
falling to Montana State in the 
semi-finals of the Big Sky Tour-
nament. Regardless, the Wildcats 
were invited to play in the Na-
tional Invitational Tournament, 
but lost to San Diego State in the 
first round.  
This year, Weber State was 
picked by both the media and the 
coaches to finish first in the con-
ference again. 
The Wildcats have four return-
ing starters, including first team 
all-conference sophomore guard 
Damian Lillard and all-confer-
ence honorable mention forward 
Kyle Bullinger.  
Portland State: The Vikings 
(11-5, 23-10 overall last season) 
finished tied for second in the reg-
ular season and defeated Montana 
State in the finals of last year’s 
post-season tournament to earn 
their second straight NCAA Tour-
nament berth. They were ousted 
by Xavier in the first round of the 
Big Dance.  
The Vikings are returning two 
starters in 2009-10. One of them is 
second team all-conference senior 
guard Dominic Waters. Waters av-
eraged 11.4 points and 2.9 assists 
per game in 2008-09.
Idaho State:  The Bengals are 
a team that could make a run at a 
conference title in 2009-10. Idaho 
State was defeated by Portland 
State in last year’s postseason 
tournament after finishing fourth 
with a record of 9-7 (13-19 overall) 
in the regular season.  
The Bengals lose only one 
starter from last year’s team and 
bring back all-conference first 
team senior guard Amorrow Mor-
gan. Morgan averaged a team-
high 13.6 points and 3.7 assists per 
game.
Montana State: The Bobcats 
certainly got hot at the right time 
in 2008-09. Despite finishing 
sixth in the regular season, Mon-
tana State (6-10, 14-17 overall) 
upset the third-seeded Grizzlies in 
Missoula and then went to Ogden 
and took out regular season cham-
pions Weber State.  
The impressive run through 
the playoffs earned the Bobcats 
some votes in the polls as both the 
coaches and media picked Mon-
tana State to finish fifth this year.  
The Bobcats bring back four 
starters this year, including all-
conference honorable mention 
senior guard Will Bynum, junior 
forward Bobby Howard, and ju-
nior guard Erik Rush. All three 
players averaged about 10 points 
per game in 2008-09.
Northern Colorado:  The 
Bears are another team, trending 
upward after floundering in their 
first two years in the Big Sky.  The 
Bears have three players returning 
from last year’s team, including 
two honorable mention all-con-
ference players. Senior guard Will 
Figures and junior guard Devon 
Beitzel will end up scoring most 
of Northern Colorado’s points in 
2009-10, as they are the only re-
turning letter winners who aver-
aged more than 10 points per game 
in 2008-09.  
Northern Arizona:  The Lum-
berjacks (5-11, 8-19 overall) fell on 
hard times in 2008-09, finishing 
eighth in the conference and miss-
ing the postseason tournament for 
the first time since 2004-05.  
Northern Arizona only brings 
back two starters from last year’s 
team and will look to replace the 
production of honorable mention 
all-conference guard Josh Wil-
son. Wilson recorded more assists 
(636) than any other player in the 
history of Lumberjack basketball.  
Eastern Washington: The 
Eagles (6-10, 12-18 overall) fin-
ished sixth in 2008-09, but lost a 
tiebreaker to Montana State, thus 
missing the postseason tourna-
ment for the third consecutive 
year.  All-conference second team 
senior guard Benny Valentine is 
one of the three returning start-
ers from 2008-09. Valentine, a 
transfer from Texas Tech, finished 
third in the conference in 2008-09, 
scoring 15.1 points per game.  
Sacramento State:  The Hor-
nets finished dead last in the Big 
Sky in 2008-09 with a 1-15 (2-27 
overall) record.  Offense will be 
tough to find this year in Sacra-
mento as they lose guard Lor-
eth Leath and his 15.6 points per 
game.  Sacramento State has three 
returning starters, but only senior 
center Justin Eller averaged at 
least 10 points per game. 
Women’s Basketball
Portland State:  The Vikings 
gave the Grizzlies a serious chal-
lenge during the regular season 
and in the conference tournament 
title game, but ultimately fell to 
Montana in two of three matchups 
and were relegated to playing in 
the Women’s National Invitational 
Tournament despite a 14-2 (22-9 
overall) record.  Portland State re-
turns three starters from last year’s 
talented squad, including back-
to-back all-conference first team 
senior guard Claire Faucher. Fau-
cher averaged 11.2 points and 6.7 
assists per game in 2008-09. After 
last year’s second place finish, the 
preseason coaches’ poll has picked 
Portland State to come out on top 
of the conference this year.
Montana State:  The Bobcats 
finished strong last year, winning 
six of their last eight matches and 
advancing past the first round of 
the conference tournament. Dur-
ing the regular season, Montana 
State finished a distant third be-
hind Montana and Portland State 
with an 8-8 (15-15 overall) record. 
Last year’s Big Sky Freshman of 
the Year, Katie Bussey, is one of 
three returning starters for the 
Bobcats as they look to keep their 
high-octane offense going after 
leading the conference in scoring 
in 2008-09.
Weber State:  In 2008-09, 
the Wildcats (5-11, 10-19 overall) 
missed the postseason tournament 
for the second year in a row, which 
is rare, considering they made the 
tournament 12 consecutive times 
prior to the recent hiatus. They are 
led by 2008-09 Newcomer of the 
Year senior guard Sarah Conner 
and junior forward Caitlin Ander-
son. Anderson led the conference, 
averaging 8.8 rebounds per game, 
and Conner averaged 9.3 points 
per game in 2008-09.  
Idaho State:  The Bengals 
should be excited to get a fresh 
start after the rash of injuries last 
year to key players. The Bengals’ 
top returning scorer is senior for-
ward and Romanian-native Oana 
Iacovita.  Iacovita averaged 13.2 
points and 7.1 rebounds in 2008-
09.  
Northern Colorado:  In 2008-
09, the Bears tried to make a run 
toward their second Big Sky Tour-
nament appearance in a row, but 
fell just short, as they finished in 
seventh place with a 5-11 (12-18 
overall) record.  
Northern Colorado has three 
starters returning this year, includ-
ing their top two scorers. Second 
team all-conference junior guard 
Courtney Stoermer averaged 12.8 
points and 4 rebounds per game 
and senior guard Whitley Cox 
scored 12.5 points and snagged 4.1 
rebounds per game in 2008-09.  
Eastern Washington:  The 
Eagles once again finished near 
the bottom of the Big Sky in 2008-
09, but after a disastrous 2007-08 
campaign (1-15, 4-25 overall), a 
5-11 (10-19 overall) mark is a good 
sign of improvement for a team 
that brings back all five starters.  
Eastern hopes to ride its expe-
rienced starters to a post-season 
berth this year. All-conference 
honorable mention forward Julie 
Piper returns for her junior season. 
She averaged 11.1 points and 6.8 
rebounds per game in 2008-09.  
Sacramento State:  In 2008-
09, the Hornets won a school-
record seven conference matches 
and finished fifth in the confer-
ence with a 7-9 (9-21 overall) re-
cord.  
New head coach Jamie Craig-
head takes over for Dan Muscatell, 
who left the Hornets to become a 
top assistant at Oregon.  
The Hornets return four starters 
from last year’s campaign, includ-
ing all-conference second team se-
nior forward Charday Hunt. Hunt 
was the top scorer for Sacramento 
State in 2008-09, averaging 14.3 
points and 4.9 rebounds per game. 
Her 14.3 points per game average 
was also good for third in the con-
ference.  
Northern Arizona:  The Lum-
berjacks secured their 14th straight 
appearance in the Big Sky post 
season tournament in 2008-09 by 
posting a record of 6-10 (9-21 over-
all) and finishing sixth. This year 
may be a bit tougher as junior for-
wards Jenna Galloway and Lauren 
Hoisington are the Lumberjacks’ 
only returning starters.  
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Northern Colorado (3-7, 1-6) at 
No. 2 Montana (9-0, 6-0)
This one is supposed to be a 
cakewalk for the Grizzlies, but, 
then again, so was Idaho State.
After nearly falling prey to the 
winless Bengals on the road last 
weekend, Montana is hoping to 
avoid a sense of déjà vu as it hosts 
Big Sky bottom feeders Northern 
Colorado.
A share of their 12th-straight 
conference championship already 
in hand, it’s not a must-win for the 
Griz. Still, with their eyes fixed 
firmly on the FCS playoffs, it’s 
a definite should-win if Bobby 
Hauck’s team wants to make noise 
come the postseason.
Northern Colorado rocked 
Idaho State 30-7 when they played 
in Pocatello, while Montana 
squeaked past the Bengals on a 
last-second field goal.
But that’s as far as the Bears’ 
advantages go.
UM leads the Big Sky in scor-
ing offense, scoring defense, 
rushing offense and total offense; 
Northern Colorado is still looking 
to pick up its second conference 
win on the year.
The Griz have won 13 straight 
conference games and 16 straight 
home games and it doesn’t look 
like Northern Colorado will be the 
one to knock them off. The Griz 
are too balanced – with the triple 
threat of quarterback Andrew 
Selle, receiver Marc Mariani and 
running back Chase Reynolds, and 
a defense that’s been back on track 
after a shaky midseason stretch.
If Montana’s secondary can 
keep an eye on UNC receiver Alex 
Thompson, who has a league-high 
65 catches, the Bears should prove 
a welcome tune-up for next week’s 
showdown with Montana State.
Prediction:
In the battle of the bruins, 
things turn Grizzly, 35-7.
Sacramento State (4-5, 4-3) at 
Montana State (6-3, 4-2)
Until last weekend, the Hornets 
were bound and determined to be 
the most predictable team in the 
conference. 
After winning big against lowly 
Portland State and Idaho State and 
getting blown out in losses against 
Big Sky bigwigs Weber State, 
Eastern Washington and Montana, 
all the pundits said the Hornets 
were destined for a steady, un-
remarkable performance against 
tame Northern Colorado.
All the pundits were wrong.
Sitting securely in the driver’s 
seat with a 38-7 lead and 20 min-
utes left on the clock, Sacramento 
State fell asleep at the wheel. The 
Bears roared back, scoring four 
straight touchdowns and nearly 
capping a shocking comeback.
The Hornets need to bring 
plenty of offensive sting to Boze-
man this week and keep their feet 
on the pedal all afternoon if they 
want to stay on the road to victory.
The Bobcats’ defense, which 
has allowed a league-best 86 
ground yards per game and just 
two rushing touchdowns on the 
ground this season, has All-Big 
Sky defensive end Dane Fletcher 
back after his two-game battle 
with an illness.
That means Sacramento State 
quarterback Jason Smith will have 
to take to the air if his team hopes 
to move the ball with any con-
sistency. It’s something he hasn’t 
done well so far. The Hornets have 
the league’s second worst pass of-
fense.
If the Smith and the offense 
can’t set up the run game with a 
balanced attack, this one could tilt 
the Bobcats’ way in a hurry.
Prediction:
Cats cruise, 31-17.
Northern Arizona (5-4, 4-2) at 
No. 19 Weber State (5-4, 5-2)
To Ron McBride, a bye week 
never looked so good.
Sitting at home last weekend af-
ter a deflating beating at Montana 
with the Big Sky title on the line 
the week before, the Weber State 
coach and his team might have 
been forced to stew, but they also 
avoided a trap. The extra week to 
prepare for Northern Arizona 
lessens the chance that McBride’s 
players will come out flat, feeling 
the debilitating after-effects of a 
big-game letdown.
The other good news for Weber 
is that the Lumberjacks are com-
ing off of an adrenaline-inducing 
blowout loss of their own at Ole 
Miss. There wasn’t nearly as much 
at stake for the Lumberjacks, but 
their confidence can’t be terribly 
high in the wake of a game that 
was never competitive.
But what Northern Arizona 
should be worried about isn’t what 
could have been, it’s what very 
well could happen this week.
Weber quarterback Cameron 
Higgins threw for 334 yards and 
four touchdowns in last year’s 
42-14 romp over the Lumber-
jacks, and if Northern’s second-
ary doesn’t step up, it’ll be another 
long afternoon.
Lucky for the Lumberjacks, 
their man under center is no slouch 
either.
Northern quarterback Michael 
Herrick has passed for nearly 
3,000 yards this season, leading 
his team to the highest passing 
yards per game in the Big Sky.
But with Weber averaging just 
under 300 yards per game through 
the air – six yards fewer than the 
Lumberjacks – Higgins can nudge 
the Wildcats ahead in that depart-
ment and accomplish something 
far more significant. 
He can keep Weber’s postsea-
son hopes alive.
Prediction:
You won’t want to blink in this 
one. Weber wins in a dogfight, 42-
35.
No. 18 Eastern Washington (6-3, 
5-2) at Southern Utah (4-5)
Also still in the hunt for a play-
off position is Eastern Washing-
ton, which needs to win its final 
two games to keep the season 
alive.
First up is a visit to Great West 
opponent Southern Utah.
There hasn’t been anything to 
write home about the Thunder-
birds this year, but Ed Lamb’s 
team won’t make things easy in 
their own backyard. Southern 
Utah is a perfect 4-0 at home.
And the Thunderbirds have 
been competitive in their losses, 
one of which came at the hands of 
Eastern’s final foe – Northern Ari-
zona. Southern scored four times 
in the second half to give the Lum-
berjacks a scare in a game that fin-
ished 42-39.
Still, with the one-two punch of 
senior quarterback Matt Nichols, 
who needs 303 yards to become 
the Big Sky’s all-time leader in 
offense, and running back Taiwan 
Jones, who needs 97 to reach the 
1,000-yard mark on the season, 
the Eagles should have no trouble 
finding the end zone.
It’ll be the prospect of keep-
ing the Thunderbirds out of it that 
poses the most daunting challenge.
Southern Utah receivers Tysson 
Poots and Fesi Sitake have been 
lights out, combining for 17 touch-
downs this season for an offense 
that has put up more than 40 points 
per game at home. The Thunder-
birds will need all those points and 
then some to pull off the upset.
Prediction:
Eastern holds serve, 42-17.
Portland State (2-8, 1-6) at 
Idaho State (0-10, 0-7)
It’s the final game of the year 
for Portland State and Idaho State, 
and it comes none too soon for Jer-
ry Glanville and John Zamberlin.
The Vikings’ Glanville is 9-23 
in his three years in Portland and 
even with a win this weekend, this 
year’s team will be his worst yet. 
Zamberlin is 4-29 over the same 
stretch, and, with a loss, his team 
would be considered one of the 
worst in Big Sky history.
Neither team ever had so much 
as a glimpse of postseason glory, 
but there’s good news in the 2010 
Futility Bowl: Somebody has to 
win.
The numbers tell a tale you’d be 
hard-pressed not to expect – both 
are among the league’s worst in 
nearly every major statistical cat-
egory and have managed one com-
bined conference win.
And as you might also guess, 
there are few standouts on either 
side. 
Bengal linebacker A.J. Storms 
is second in the league with 110 
tackles, mainly because his team 
spends so much time without the 
ball, which is why fellow Bengal 
linebacker Phillip Arias is third 
with 97.
Portland State’s star?
Kicker Zach Brown, who has a 
single-season school record of 16 
field goals. The real ace should be 
punter Thomas Duyndam – he’s 
had plenty of practice this year. 
But in keeping with the spirit of 
the team, Dunydam has punted for 
the lowest average in the Big Sky.
Prediction:
A Portland win confirms it, the 
Bengals are officially awful. 21-17 
PSU.
Senior wide receiver Marc Mariani is tackled after making a reception in the 31-10 win over Weber State. 
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Who’s Who On The Field
GRIZZLIES BEARS
Andrew Selle, junior quarterback
Korey Askew, junior cornerback 
Bryan Waggener, senior quarterback 
Alex Thompson, senior wide receiver 
Alex Thompson has the most receptions in the Big Sky 
(64), is fourth in receptions per game, and has 790 yards on 
the season. He is averaging 12.3 yards per catch. Thomp-
son, the former Chaffey, Calif., JC star, led Northern with 38 
catches and 511 yards as a junior last season.
Selle has earned a lion share of the snaps in recent weeks 
as the starter over junior quarterback Justin Roper, and looks 
to rebound with more consistency today after an up-and-down 
performance against Idaho State. Selle threw for 328 yards, 
only missed on nine passes, and came up with a crucial 39-yard 
completion to Mariani with less than a minute left that set up 
McKnight’s game-winner. But he did have an interception and 
a fumble in the fourth quarter in a mistake-prone game from 
the Griz. 
Waggener is fifth in the Big Sky in passing yards per 
game at 221, and is fifth in total yards. The former Uni-
versity of Florida redshirt that played behind Tim Tebow, 
Waggener is an effective runner outside the pocket at 6-foot-
3 and 240 pounds. Waggener was named the Big Sky Con-
ference Player of the Week after completing 35 of 53 passes 
for 325 and rushing for another 53 in a loss to Sacramento 
State last Saturday. 
Askew, whose unit faces the challenge of covering Marc 
Mariani today, is tied for a team-leading three interceptions 
this season, which is tied for third most in conference. Askew 
is averaging 37.3 yards per interception return, including an 
88-yarder for a touchdown, and has two fumble returns for 
a combined 41 yards. He is also third in the Big Sky with 11 
pass deflections.  
Marc Mariani, senior wide receiver 
Mariani broke free from coverage and caught a clutch 39-
yard pass to set up a game-winning field goal against winless 
Idaho State in Pocatello. Mariani, who had a third-quarter 
punt return touchdown called back against the Bengals, is 
second in the Big Sky in punt return average (17.2). Although 
he is down in touchdowns from a year ago (six so far in 
2009), he is averaging nearly 100 receiving yards per game 
and leads the league comfortably with 21.2 yards per catch.
Matt King, junior linebacker
The Golden, Colo., native is seventh in the Big Sky in 
tackles with 83 tackles, including 38 solos. King is also top 
twenty in the Big Sky in sacks (3) and tackles for loss (6). 
King has played in all 33 games since beginning his redshirt 
freshman season in 2007, posting 44 tackles in both his first 
and second seasons with Northern Colorado. 
Chase Reynolds, junior running back 
Reynolds’ streak of touchdowns for 17 straight games was 
snapped last week in Pocatello, but he still had a workman-
like performance. After Reynolds fumbled on the Idaho State 
five-yard line on a fourth-down call late in the third quarter, 
the junior Walter Payton Award candidate galloped on a high-
light reel 32-yard gain with just more than five minutes left. 
The play was one of the sparks from Reynolds on a day when 
he rushed for 123 yards on 22 carries.  
Brody McKnight, sophomore kicker
After missing an extra point that kept the Griz lead at 9-3 in 
the second quarter, McKnight rebounded with a season defin-
ing 33-yard game-winner as time expired to give Montana its 
12th Big Sky Conference title. It was the second career game- 
winning kick by McKnight, who endured two time-outs in an 
attempt by Idaho State coach John Zamberlin to freeze the 
Griz kicker.
Dan Doherty/Montana Kaimin
Freshman quarterback Gerald Kemp leads the Griz onto the field before their 31-10 win over Weber State Oct. 31. 
